ina nvw YORK TIMES, THURSDAY, JANUARY 13, 1977 ■ ... 


HRS. KING IS UNEASY 
0VEECARTERCAB1NET 


But Slain Black Leader's Widow 
Senses Much ‘Good Feeling' • 


By WAYNE KING 

SpccUl turme He» York B«i 

ATLANTA, Jan. 12 — Coretta Scott 
King, one of the nation’s most influential 
black leaders, says she is not comfortable 
with the incoming Carter Administration, 
primarily as a result of the President- 
elect’s Cabinet appointments. . w 

At the same time, Mrs. King said, that 
she was confident that the Administra- 
tion would implement legislation to make 
Jan. 15, the birthday of her late husband, 
the Rev. Dr, Martin Luther King Jr., a 


national holiday. . 

Mrs. King also said that, despite the 
dissatisfaction she felt, “there is a lot of 
good feeling that Carter generates, and 
that’s important.” 

Mrs. King said that while she had not 
discussed the matter of a national holi- 
day in honor of her late husband with 
Jimmy Carter since his election as Presi- 
dent, he had, while Governor of Georgia, 
said he favored action at a national level 
to create a holiday. Moreover, she re- 
marked that such a holiday was part ot 
the Democratic platform.- 

4 £ He said it should be done at the na- 
tional level,” Mrs. King _ said. /‘Now he 
has a chance. I am confident it wull^ be 
established during this administration. 

Carter officials had no immediate com- 


ment on the matter. - 
Mrs. King is currently preparing for 
the ninth annual observance of Dr. King’s 
birthday. He was shot to death in 1968 
in Memphis. . '-V/V- • j 

If ’ The assassination,- along with that of 
President Kennedy, is expected, to be the 
subject of Congressional investigation to 
determine if others than those charged 
with the slayings were involved. / 

Mrs.- King said that she felt the Inquiries 
were needed' “There has never been an 
investigation 1 into Martin’s death,” she 
said. “I think the investigations are very 
important because of the questions in the 
minds of American and also abroad about 
these assassinations.” 

Cabinet Selections 


Although Mrs. King was a highly visible 
supporter of Mr. Carter for President, she 
conceded that she was “not as comfort- 
able as I’d 'like to be, frankly,” about 
his actions, particularly the Cabinet ap- 
pointments.. 

“I think tlhere were some very good 
choices among the Cabinet, but I think 
the Griffin Bell appointment [as Attorney 
General] — that’s one I don’t feel good 
about. He has an image of — not^a segre- 
gationist, but almost. He might feel he 


has to prove himself, bend over oacK- 
’ wards. But I don’t trust him. I think it , 
was a bad appointment.” 

Mrs. King also said that she felt that 
two backs should have been appointed i 
to the Cabinet ? 

Mr. Carter appointed a black woman, 
Patricia Roberts Harris, as Secretary of 
Housing and Urban Development 

“He says that Andy is Cabinet status, 
but he really isn’t 1 ’ Mrs. . King said. Mr. 
Carter appointed Representative Andrew 
Young, a civil rights activist, delegate, 
to the United Nations. 

“Having only one black in tfce Cabinet 
is really not much progress,” Mrs. King 
said. “We haven’t progressed that much.” 
Mrs. King said she was surprised at 
some of the other appointments, remark- 
ing, “There were people leaked to the 
ores s, Barbara Jordan, for example, but 
never came to pass. You just feel theey 
ally were never considered.” 

Irs. King also said that blacks had 
n neglected in the last stages of the 
ter campaign, and as a result might 
s failed to turn out had it not been 
strong black leadership. 

I invited myself into the campaign,” 
King said. “It took me a week to 
. an interview. But there was trouble. ; 
ery community I went into, people ; 
ire just turned" off. I said, ‘Look, we’v 
jt to do this, we have no choice. Look 
: the alternatives.’” 

Mrs. King said,- -however, that her 
:urrent major, concern was not politics 
>r government, but th. econtinuing effort 
o raise funds for the completion of the 
dartin Luther King Jr. Center for Social 
Change. 

Of about $11 -million needed for the 
complex, Mrs. King said, about S5 million 
, had. been raised, and most of that was 
n Government funds. 

At this point, a $3 million community 
nter has been built, and the King me- 
irial itself, a covered brick promenade 
•und a reflecting pool with Dr. King’s ! 
/pt sat in the midst of it, at a cost 
about $600,000, almost completed. Two 
ler major buildipgs, a conference cen- 
called Freedom Hall, and an office 
archieves center, have not yet been 
m. 

le King Center spokesman says the 
'.orial draws 500,000 visitors a year, 
e community center will be dedicated 
y and is part of the three-day memo- 
tribute to Dr. King this year. Presi- 
dent Carter serves as honorary 
man of the activities, and Senator ( 
rd M. Keeney, Democrat of Massa- 
■tts, is ot be the main speaker at 
nnual ecumenical service at Ebenez-- 
aptist Curhcy, where Dr. King was, 
Istor. 


